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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


‘Tax Sixty-cighth of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints:convened in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, at 10 a.m. 
on Wednesday; April 6th, 1898, President Wilford Woodruff presiding. _ 
Of the: general authorities present on the stand there were of the First 
Presidency Wilford. ‘Woodruff, George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith; 
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles—Lorenzo Snow, Franklin. D. 
Richards, Brigham Young, Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, George 
Teusdale, Heber J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, Matthias 
F. Cowley aud Abraham Owen Woodruff; Patriarch John Smith; of the 
First Seven Presidents of Seventies—Seymour B. Young, C. D. Fjelsted, | 
B. H. Roberts, George Reynolds and Jonathan G. Kimball; of the Presiding 
4 Bishopeio—William B. Preston, Robert T. Burton and John R. Winder. 
Conference was called to order by President George Q. Cannon. 
and congregation sang the hymn which begins: 

“ts Ho firm a foundation, ye Saints of the Lord! 


e prayer by Elder John Nicholson. 
The choir sang the hymn commencing : 
4. f Al hail the glorious day! | 
‘PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 

1 feel v very thankful this morning at having the privilege of. meeting 80 
mam ot the I r-day, Saints in this the sixty-eighth annual Conference 
r. the, Church ot Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I had fears that I 
_shoyld. not be able to attend this Conference, as I have been quite unwell 
the pet month; but the last day or two 1 have been blessed with better 
health.” It ise, great atisfaction to me to have this privilege; and I am 
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satisfied in my own mind that there are many, including the Prophet 
Joseph Smith and others of the leaders of the Church in the spirit world, 
who are quite as deeply interested in the Conferences and our work to-day 
as we can be ourselves. And I hope that while we are together we may. 
have the enjoyment of the Spirit of God, and that our minds may be open, 
and our teachings and instructions may be Jed in that channel which will 
be to the edification of the Saints and the benefit of us all. 

The signs of the times show that the Lord has not forgotten His prom- 
ises given through the inspiration of the Prophets and Apostles in days 
that are past and gone. There has been a great change in the world with 
regard to Mormonism in the last year of our lives, and there has been a 
great increase of the labors of the Elders of Israel among the nations of 
the earth, where they have been called to travel. And I hope and trust 
that we may be in a condition that we may comprehend and understand 
our duties to-day, and what there is lying before us; and all that we have 
to perform in order to do the will of ee e His purposes 
in placing us on the earth. 

I hope and trust that the Spirit of God may be with us all; not only 
those who speak and teach during Conference, but also those who hear. 
I pray to God that His Spirit may be over us, that our minds may com- 
prehend our duties during this Conference, and all those things required 
at our hands; and that we may be true and faithful while we dwell in the 
flesh; and when we are called to give an account of the deeds done in the 
. body, that we may feel justified in the blessings of God that have been 
given unto us, and in the privileges we have been able to enjoy in our day 
and generation. I say, God bless you; and I pray for His Spirit to rest 
upon the Saints of God, and those who may mee us. This is + may: * 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. | 

PRESIDENT GEORGE d. CANNON 
was the next speaker. He éxpressed gratification that so 3 a 1 
of the Saints had convened at the opening session; also that President 
- Woodruff was present and we could see him and hear his voice. He then 
spoke of the wonderful change which had recently taken place in the 
position occupied by the work of God. In dark hours of the past, when 
its destruction had been threatened and hoped for by its enemies, the 
servants of the Lord had predicted brighter and better times. They had 
been sustained by the spirit of prophecy. The deliverances which had 
been wrought out showed what God could do for a people to enable them 
to carry out His purposes. 2 

The discourse throughout was devoted to showing the wonderful events 
associated with the Church in its entire history, with special reference to 
the overwhelming proofs of the existence with | it of the — of Goa— | 
the spirit of prophecy. | 

Some of the predictions of the past related to the expansion pla efficscy 
of missionary work. President Cannon showed how these were being 
fulfilled. The number of Elders now in the field was about 1,700, and they 
were being received with unprecedented good-will and meeting with’ un- 
paralleled success. It was stated that, under proper conditions women of 
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the: Church would, in the future: take part in 5 When 
converts shall be made abroad it is now deemed advisable that they 
should remain until they are grounded in the faith, and that strong 
brorichos may be built up to assist the Elders in their work. 

President Cannon likewise spoke commendably of the labors abeoed of 
Asen ete of the quorum of the Twelve, and made special reference to the 
fact of Elder Anthon H. Lund of that quorum accompanied by Elder F. 
F. Hintze, having gone to Palestine, the chief object of their mission being 
to establish a gathering place for the Saints of the Orient. rn was 
likewise matte to the faithful labors of the Presidents of Seventies. a 

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 
el He testified from his own „ 
‘whisperings of the Spirit, to the truth of the remarks of the preceding 
speakers; and followed this testimony with an address devoted chiefly to 
‘these subjects. The beneficial temporal, as well as spiritual nature of the 
‘work of God; the need of the guidance and blessings of the Lord in all 
the labors of life; the unfailing mercies of God to the faithful and 
their withdrawal from those who forget God; the unfortunate. tendency 
toward recklessness and unfaithfulness on the part of many members of 
the Church, manifested in the non-observance of the Word of Wisdom, 
and other ef consistency ; — the of 
bigotry and narrowness. t 
ben the anthem, i 
“Tenediotion by Patriarch John Smith. 


AFTERN OON SESSION. 


Opening hymn: : | 
on the mountain top, 
sung ‘the choir. | 
Prayer by Elder Anthony Ivins. 


by the choir: 


Awake, ye Saints of God, awake! 


PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW 

| 1 8 of. the Apostles, was the first speaker. The 3 of the 
Latter-day Saints to exercise faith in bebalf of the speakers to the end of 
drawing out instruotions of benefit to them, was referred to. Without 
that assistance of God it was impossible for any man, no matter how com- 
petent, to minister in spiritual things; and the advantages of such work 
were within the reach of all. : 

Individual labor, each sian eien fer bimself, was the rule marked 
out in the spirit world, for the guidance of men in their second estate, to 
thé end that salvation might be gained through the faithful performance 
of every: duty. No one should be discouraged on account of not being 
able to‘accomplish at once all his desires; but he should press on to the 
mark of his high calling. Advancement then would be inevitable, as the 
work of God was characterized by perpetual progress. None should be 
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idle,’ but all should exercise the privileges of enjoyment under. proper 

bounds, while in the performance of their. daily Jabors. Tbe highest 
enjoyment could be obtained by study and reflection upon things past, 
present and tocome. There was great enjoyment in the memory of, the 
past, in consequence of having done our full duty, and, in the reflection of 
accomplishing what was necessary in the present. Much vexation..expe- 
rienced by the Saints was unnecessary. . It was a consequence of not 
knowing whether they were accepted of God. When a man. understands 
the nature of the glorious promises conveyed through the Gospel of Christ, 
it was an incentive for him to strive to obtain their fulfillment. When we 
shall get into the future life and look backward to what we accomplish in 
this, it will be a case of happiness. Our minds should be in a constant 
state of activity in the lines of truth, that progress in righteousness might 
go on unceasingly. The time would come when the Saints would go back 
to Jackson County, Mo., and we should be preparing for that time and 
the conditions that would then exist. In that time there would he no 
poor among the Saints. The Lord would fully reveal a system in relation 
to temporal affairs that would be perfect.. We were now fairly well.agreed 
in spiritual things, but there were wide differences with regard to financial 
matters. Yet we would some time be 


as the other. | 
ELDER J. GRANT 

of the quorum of the Twelve, — He had enjoyed: an * aad 
teachings of the Conference, and rejoiced in the testimonies and evidences 
he was continually receiving of the truth of the Gospel and the 
of God. All the faithful Sainte had great cause to feel grateful for the 
favorable conditions now surrounding them, and their escape from the 
great trials and tribulations of the past. He regretted that the remarks 
of the officers of the Church to the people, had to take the form of & con- 
stant repetition of the commandments of God. Notwithstanding the 
general testimony of the Saints to the truth of the Gospel, and the righte- 
ousness of its laws, very many who held this testimony seemed unwilling 
to live up to those laws. Practice did not always keep pace with ‘profes- 
sion. Self-sacrifice for the advancement of the cause of God was not 
general enough. Deliverance from financial bondage could be confidently — 
looked forward to, if the Saints would be strictly honest in their paymént 
of tithes and offerings, and the keeping of the other laws of the Gospel. 
Their first obligation was to God and they should sce that all their duties 
“to Him were Observed. Not only but — reward for 
ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS 
was the next speaker. The 
of the people during the Conference of the Church was very profitable. 
The speaker felt that such principles as the payment of tithing, ete., were 

not regarded as of sufficient importance by the rising generation. In the 
past, the sacrifice of worldly wealth, and good name, was sometimes found 


necessary - the giving of the whole life to the Lord in-considerstion ot the 
‘blessed Gospel. This implied the keeping of all the laws of the Gospel, 
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under thé’ guidance of the Holy Spirit, the gift and testimony of which 
wal ‘wifficient’ to pay for al! 3. “The speaker recited: his own 
mind in the most forcible way possible; he would not have parted with it 
tot the Wealth of the world. The prophecies of the servants of God when 
under the inffuende of the Holy Spirit, were accepted with joy, and the 
progress of thie work to the present, had been'their glorious fulfillment. 
The liw‘of tithing should be given to the children at an early age, and 

ed upom them as a basic principle of the Gospel; by this means 
temporal salvation be secured.’ The Church bad been the redipient 
of à itream of révelation from the time it was organised in this dispensa- 
tion to the present. This could be understood by a consideration ot thé 
bulk of glorious principles that were now familiar to us. Still the growth 
in knowledge would go on gly. The Lord would bring us into 
circumstances that would cause us to do business according to His laws 
arid conmiandinenta, as well as to adapt ourselves to principles that re- 
deen made during the past fifty or sixty years, and imagine if you can 
what will be our condition after the lapse of a similar period in the future. 
This is. the land of. Ziqn and destined to be peopled by the people of God. 
All should feel that they had a duty to perform in the world, by sending 

red dic jn by Her Angas | 
| chic 


0. H. SPURGEON'S HUMOR. 
tt Mr. Spurgeon by his widow there is an amusing example of 
1 It occurred in his early. Waterbeach ministry, ‘and is thus 


2 related in his own words (for the book of Mrs. Spurgeon is well called an 
| ograpb} ot her husband):—“One day a gentleman, who was then 


ir of | dge and who had more than once tried Ee 
youthful mistakes, asked me if I really had told my congregation t the 
thiol got. into heaven, he would begin picking the angels’ panty 
| Yes sir,’ I replied, I told them that if it were possible for an! 
5 there; and then, by vay ot illystration, I said that 
were a thief to get in among the glorified, he would remain a thief still, 
and he would go round the place picking the angels’ pocketa” But, my 
ng friend,’ said Mr. Brimley, very seriously, “don’t you know that 
d to ured of the fact from a gent 


* 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 261 4 
* 
* 
R. 
b> 
ay 
» 
3 
2 
* 
* 
2 
4 
* 
¥ 
2 
2 
— 
* 
who does know. e care do put it all right the f 55 - 4 
unity I get. owing Monday morning, I w Mr. Brimiéy’s 4 
242 2 11 «tar 8 : 
said to him, ‘I set that matter right yesterday, sir. nat 4 
3 
2 


263 | LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR 


mattert’ he inquired. ‘Why about the angel’s pockets.’ . ‘What did ou 
say?’ in a tone almost of despair at what he might hear next. Oh, sir, J 
just told the people I was sorry to say that I had made a mistake the Jast 
time I preached to them, but that I had met a gentleman—the mayor * 
Cambridge —who had assured me that the angels had no pockets, so I 

must correct what I had said, as I did not want anybody to go away, with 
a false notion about heaven. I would therefore say that if. a thief. got 
among the angels without having his nature changed, he would try to 
steal the feathers out of their wings.’ Surely you did not say that, said 
Mr. Brimley. ‘I did though, I replied, Then, he exclaimed. ‘Til never 
try to which was jnst I 


to say.” 


— — 


A "BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM. 


A in the Catholic New World gives the 8 
beautiful and impressive Swiss custom. Of course it could not be prac- 
ticed in cities, but it seems not improbable that the piety, morality and 
patriotism of the Alpine mountaineers may be, at least in part, due to it: 

“Among the lofty mountains and elevated valleys of Switzerland the 
Alpine horn has another use besides that of sounding the far-famed ‘Ranz 
des Vaches,’ or cow song; and this is of a very solemn and impressive 


nature. 
“When the sun has set in the valley, and the snowy summits of the 


mountains gleam with golden light, ee herdsman who dwells upon the 
— habitable spot takes his horn and pronounces clearly loudly 
through it, as through a speaking trampet—‘Praise the Lord God!’ As 
soon as the sound is heard by the n 2 herdsmen they issue from 
their huts, take their Alpine horns and repeat the same words. 

This frequently lasts a quarter of an hour and the call resounds from 
all the mountains and rocky cliffs around. When silence again reigns the 
herdsmen kneel and pray with uncovered heads. Meantime it has become 
quite dark. ‘Good night!’ at last calls the highest herdsman throug bie 
horn. . The words resound from all the mountains, the horns of the 
men and the cliffs, and the mountaineers then retire to their dwellings” 

Have we not here a disclosure of the secret by which the brave ‘and 
patriotic Swiss have so long maintained their freedom? Inferior i in nup- | 
bers to other jealous nations near them, and often surrounded by ‘con- 
tending armies, they have continued, from generation to generation, a 
free people. For God to abandon to the power of their enemies a people 
that thus signalize their homage of Him, would be contrary to His usual 
methods in dealing with men and nations; and it may well be believed 
that the sincerity of the Swiss in their worship of God has long been the 
bulwark of their liberties.— Deseret Ne ews. | : 


Newoastix Notice.—A of Latter-day 
in the Newcastle Conference District will be held in the Northumberland 
Assembly Hall, High Frier’s Street, near Grey's Monument, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, on Sunday, May 8, 1898. e will commence at 10: 130 am, om 
at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
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MAN CHESTER CONFERENCE. 


nnch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Ba Saints in the 
Manchester Conference District convened in the Unity Hall, King Street, 
Oldham, Sunday, April 24, 1898. Services were held at 10:30 a. m., and at 
2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 

Among those present were Elders Rulon 8. Wells, Joseph W. MeMurrin 

and Edwin F. Parry of the presidency of the European Mission; Elders 
Herbert L. James, James Blake, and Charles E. Rose of the Liverpool 
Office; President Jed Stringham, Elders James C. Poulton, Clarence 
Eldredge and Wm. P. Ostler of the Liverpool Conference; President Don 
B. Colton and Elder E. P. Oldham of the Sheffield Confereties: President 
John H. Bailey of the Leeds Conference; President J. H. Paul of the 
Birmingham Conference; President William Noall and Elder J. W. 
Knight of the Cheltenham Conference, also Sisters Lucy Jane Brim- 
hall and Inez Knight, who have but recently arrived in the mission 
field, and Sisters Sarah E. Noall and Caroline Smith, who are visiting 
among friends and relatives; - President: Geo. H. Bradshaw and all the 
Traveling Elders of the Manchester Conference. 
The speakers were, in the morning meeting: Elders Jos. S. Broadbent, 
Wm. R. Rostron and John H. Bailey; in the afternoon: Sisters Caroline 
Smith and Sarah A. Noall, Elders J. H. Paul, and Edwin F. Parry; and in 
the evening: Elder Jos. W. McMurrin, Sisters ** Jane Brimhall and 
Ines Knight and Elder Rulon S. Wells. 

The statistical report of the Manchester Conference for the past five 
months was read as follows: High Priests, 1; Seventies, 10 (missionaries 
from Zion); Elders, 19; Priests, 10; Neher 8; Deacons, 6; members, 
exclusive of missionaries, 232; total officers and themibers, 275 ; children 
under eight years of age, 48; total number of souls, 323. Tracts distrib- 
uted from door to door, 45, 624; books sold, 2; loaned, 170; given away, 6. 
Strangers’ houses visited with ‘first tract only. 17,056; by first invitation, 
635; by re-invitation, 85; Gospel conversations, 1,697. Meetings held, 
hall, 284; cottage, 68; dat denn 11; Sunday schools, 60; M. I. A., 13. 
Baptisms of new members, 27; children of members, 2; confirmations, 29; 
ordinations, 1; children blessed, of Church members, 8; of non-members, 
1; emigrated, over eight years of age, 7; under eight, 1. 

The general and local authorities of the Church were unanimously 
sustained: Elder Geo. H. Bradshaw, was sustained as président of the 
Manchester Conference, and the following named as Traveling Elders: 

Jos. Kirkham, R. W. Simkins, John C. Rushton, B. R. Birchall, John D. 

Bowers, James H. Davis, Wm. R. Rostron, W. A. Dawson, E. Butter word 
Geo. W. Barnes, Mark Austin, Frank Robinson, J. W. West, W. J. Clark, 
Winslow Farr and Thomas Blake. 

The meetings were well attended by Saints and strangers, and all 
seemed to partake of the good spirit which prevailed. 

The Elders met in council meeting at 127 Union Street, Oldham, 
Monday, April 25th, at 10:30 m. Very timely instructions were given 
by the presidency. Jo D. 
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them who desire to join relatives and friends in Utah and other N 
In cases where persons desire us to secure ocean and railway, trans 
tion for them they should observe this regulation: „ 

Before making any arrangement as to date of ien inquirg Ee 
made of us in order to secure the desired accommodation.. oi 4 
this necessary during the busy season of the year. By doing 50, mach Wok 
disappointment and inconvenience can be avoided. It freq e 
pens that individuals and families make final preparations for ee, 
before effecting the necessary arrangements for their transportation, 
and then find, sometimes, that it is too late to secure sccommodations 
on the steamer they have selected. 

Conference Presidents and Traveling Elders are kindly requested. to 
lend us their assistance by seeing that this matter is attended der 
ever those desiring to emigrate oonsult them about * 55 


WE commend to the consideration. of missionaries the article. in thi 
issue entitled The Holy Ghost to be Relied upon.” It contains a. truc- 
tions and warnings of special interest to them. : 


Tae Anchor Line steamer Anchoria, which left oe on ar 1 
1898, arrived in New Tork on the 26th inst. ; | 


 Arrrvats.—The following named Zion in 
Liverpool on April 27, 1898, per American Line steamer Penaland:—For 
the British Mission—James Briggs, Salt Lake City; Job Hemsley; John 
S. Smith, Sugar House; Henry Crane, Herriman; James Laird; Mountain 
Dell; Thomas Nichole, Riverton; Franklin G. Burton, Almy, Wyoming; 
William H. Thomas, W. E. Jones, Malad, Idaho; Joshua R. Hodson; Provo; 
John S. Painter, Nephi; Lewis Williams, Samaria, Idaho. For the Scan- 
dinavian Mission—Charles E. Forsberg, Bengt T. Bengtson, Salt: Lake 
City; Andrew Gustav Erickson, Peter Hanson, Heber; Frick A. Modeen, 
Severin Swensen, Mt. Pleasant; Noah S. Pond, Pocatello, Idaho. 
For the Mission Walter Hasler, Mt. Pleasant. Isaac'Edinborough, 
of Nephi, John Jackson, of ‘Fillmore; and B. Le Bailey, ee 
Idaho, who are on a visit to this country, came with this company. © 


- 47 

tom as a Traveling the Leeds 
home May 21, 1898. 
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Mark Misti iis’ Been Teleassd from the“ ter Conterembe and 
appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the London Conferenoe. 
James Blake has been released from the Liverpool Conference and 
appeinted to labor as a, Traveling Elder in the Manchester. Conference, 
time since to assist in the MILLENNIAL 


George! ae: ter has been released from laboring as a Traveling 
rin the 1 8 Conference und appointed to the Liverpool’ Conter- 
enes to assist in the Srar Office. 

Janes Briggs has to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Leb Renate has been appointed to labor Elder in. the 
Henry Orang hes. — ointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 

Norwich Conference, 

Ja Laird bas been ‘sppointed to labor asa Traveling Elder in the 

eds Conference. 

Cheltenham Conference. 

ban been. appointed to labor as a Traxeling. iter in 

the N ottingham Conference. 5 | 

_ William H. Thomas, W. 1 Joa 1 and Lewis Williams have been 

inted to labor as Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference. 

Joshua R. Hodson has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder i in 

the Liverpool Conference. 

Paintorshas been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 

Birminghans Conference. 

John A Smith has been appointed to bor as Traveling Elder in the 
Conference. 


“RAYS or LIVING LIGET. 


or o THE Horr Gnos r. 


como or the Holy Spirit. 
Tu gift of the Holy Ghost is the greatest boon conferred by God. upon 
man in the flesh. It is the anointing from above which teacheth all 
ings.’ It is the “abiding witness” of the Father and Son. It is the 
spirit of revelation. It guides into all truth, brings things past to remem- 
brance, makes manifest present light, and shows things to come, With- 
out it no man can know God and Jesus. Christ whom He has sent, nor 
cap be say, truly.and without doubt that Jesus is the Lord. Its reception 
is the fourth in the Gospel of Christ. The preceding 
prinaiples, dene, faiths, and, baptism for the mission of 
ee briefly in the foregoing tracts of this series. 
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After the beptiem. or birth of water 


‘This gift from God ** 
called of God and endewed with authority to perform this sacred. — 
ance. No man of himself and in his own name, however learned, peri- 
enced, or wise, can bestow this great gift upon others. He might lay his 


hands upon them, but they would not receive that spirit. It. proceeds 


from God alone. He will honor that which is. performed according | ‘to 
His directions by His authorized servants. The reception of the Holy 
Ghost as an endowment or gift from God is essential to salvation. . The 
natural light or inspiration given at birth to all humanity is not equal to 
it. That is the common heritage of humanity, but the gift of the Holy 
Ghost is a far higher and greater bequest from Deity, and ig given only 
to those who obey the Gospel, and in the way that God W Bing 
That the gift of the Holy Ghost is conferred by the W on of en 
and that this is the Gospel method, is clearly established by the New 
Testament. In the Sth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles an account i is 
given of the ministry of Philip, in which the following occurs: “But 
when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom 
of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women.“ Now when the Apostles which were at Jerusalem, heard that 
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and 
John, who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they 
might receive the Holy Ghost: for as yet he was fallen upon none of 
them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid 
they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. And when 
Simon saw that through laying on of the Apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost 
was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me also this power, that 
on whomeoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter 
said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought 
that the gift of God may be purchased with money.” Verses 12.20). 
In the 19th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles it is related that Paul 
found some disciples in Ephesus who had not been properly baptized. 
He gave them necessary instructions, and we read: “When’ they heard 
this they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when’ Paul 
had laid his hands upon them the Holy Ghost came upon them, ‘and’ ‘they 
spake with tungues and prophesied. And all the men were about twelve.” 


The ordinance of the laying on of hands is enumerated. among the “first 
principles of the Goll,” of the foundation 
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of Christ, in Hebrews. 5: 12, and 6: 2, Paul exhorted Timothy, 

“Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of 

Tho Order of the Got. 

quotations are, to how the osder of the Gospel ae teught 
W the. Apostles of: Jeaus ‘Christ, who received their instructions and 
authority from Him, and. who all preached the same doctrines and admin- 
istered: the eame ordinances wherever they went. The, departures there- 
from that are witneseed in modern times are, the work of uninspired 
ministers, unanthorized of en should pe by the: honest 
truth. 

“Bifects of the Holy Ghost. 

The Holy Ghost is the same in all ages and among all peoples. Its 
effects. are always the same. In the days of the early Christian Church 
the fruits of that spirit were enjoyed by the members. They are thus 
described by the Apostle Paul: “But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance ; 
against such there is no law.” (Gal. 5: 22, 23). “But the manifestation 
of the spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given 
by the spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by 
the same spirit; to another faith by the same spirit; to another the gifts 
of healing by the same spirit; to another the working of miracles; to 
another prophecy ;. to another discerning of spirits; to another divers 
kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: but all these 
worketh that one and the self same spirit, dividing to every man severally 
as he will.” (I Cor. 12: 7-11). Paul exhorted the Saints to “Follow 
after charity and desire spiritual gifte, but rather that ye may prophesy ;” 
and after explaining his reasons for this instruction he concluded, 
“Wherefore brethren, covet to e and forbid not to r. with 
d Cor. 14: 39), 

The absence of these gifts and manifestations of the spirit in the vari- 
ous religious sects at the present day is attempted to be accounted for by 
the airy excuse: They are all done away, and are no longer needed.” 
Let they were part and parcel of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and incor- 
porated in the Church—the body of Christ—as some of ite members. 
„Every tree is known by its fruits.” If the spirit that animated the 
‘Church of Christ in the apostolic age inspired the churches of the 19th 
century, would not the same fruits be brought forth by it, and be enjoyed 
to-day? Has the spirit of God changed! Or have not men changed the 
ordinances and institutions of heaven, and built up churches and promal- 
gate dootrines of their own! But the advocates and apologists of seo- 
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tarian theology will quote:: Charity never failsth: but whether 
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall ball cease ; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.” (I Cor. 13: 95 
Why do they not continue the quotation, and ‘give the succeeding verses 
which form an integral part of the seriptural 
would sweep away the cratches of their lame and halting pret 
their false theory prone in the dust?” This is what follow: | 

in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which in perfect is eme, 
then that which is in part shall be done away“ Will it béclainied wat 
this promised perfection has come! Do the latter-day sedtariée Eno, 
more, understand better, and see clearer in divine things than did the 
Apostle Paul? Has anything perfeot come upon modern Christendom 
except “perfect” confusion? That Paul had reference to u condition yet 
in the future in making his prediction is evident from his further remark : 
„For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I 
know in but then shall I know even as also 


Spiritual Gifts Signs of the True Church. 


| The gifts of the spirit enumerated above are the 1 of ite poses 
sion by the disciples of Jesus Christ. They are the signe of true faith. 
They accompany the reception of the Gospel and obedience to ita require- 
ments. When the resurrected Christ gave the eleven Apostles their great 
commission, He said unto them, Go ye into all the world,.and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall. be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs nhall 
follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast:qut deyils;, they 
shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall.Jay:hands, on 
the sick, and they shall recover.” (Mark 16: 15-18), These .gifte were 
not merely for those Apostles, but were to “follow them that believe.” 
Christ gave them as the sign of true belief in Him and in His sayings. 
They belong to His Church. They are not to be done away until 
which is perfect is come, and the sons and daughters of God behold, thei 
‘Redeemer face to face, and see as they are seen and know as they. 

known, Whatever necessity existed for their possession and exerci 
the first, century of the Christian era, existe in the 19th century, not o 
for the blessing and comfort of the disciples of the sr 
promulgation of His Gospel among nations m in 
are urn among heathens and idolate 
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were the conflicting faiths and opposing creeds entertained by the people 
of that day previous to receiving the spirit of the everlasting Gospel, after 
baptian and the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, they 
all became one in Christ Jeans, As Paul wrote to the Ephesians: There 
is one body, and one Spirit, even as. ye are called in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and in you all.” (Eph. 4: 4-6). For as 
many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal. J: 27.28). 
“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are 
called, in one body; and be ye thankful.” (Col. 3: 15). “For as the 
body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body: 80 also is Christ. For by one Spirit are 
wo all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” 
G Cor. 12: 12, 13). In His prayer to the Father that all who believed 
in Him migbt be one, Jesus spoke of this unity as proof to the world 
that God had sent Him. (John 17: 21). The great purpose of the gift 
of the Holy Ghost was to. guide into ‘all truth, and bring its possessors to 
“the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God.” Strife, 
contention, division, are not the fruits of the Holy Spirit, but come from 
beneath. For * there is aod 
Games 3: 16). | 


Importance of the Holy Ghost. 


i The presence and. inspiration of the Holy Ghost, with its gifts, mani- 

festations and divine light are the signs of spiritual life and divine accept- 
‘ance. Without the Holy Ghost there is no true, living Church of Christ 
on earth. It can be obtained in no other way than that which God has 
appointed. Following the birth of water, the birth of the Holy Spirit 
makes man a new creature, and initiates him into the Church or Kingdom 
of God. Its various gifts are within his reach according to his faith and 
diligence in seeking after them. ‘They are as obtainable in this age as at 
any former period By the Holy Ghost mankind. may come to the knowl- 
‘edge of God. In its light the sayings and writings of inspired men may 
be clearly understood. The Bible is no longer a sealed book. The 
heavens. ‘ara not closed. against mortals... Darkness flees. before it and 
mysteries vanish. It brings peace and comfort to the soul. It awakens 
and thrills che spiritual sense. It unfolds the things of eternity and the 
e It links earth and heaven. It fills the soul with 
akable, and he 
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THE HOLY GHOST TO BE RELIED: UPON.» 


A corr of Ready References, belonging to one of the Elders gy oe 
been a missionary abroad, fell into our hands the other day, and curiosity 
was aroused by seeing, in the memoranda pages of the book, written forms 
for ordination to the Aaronic Priesthood, or the ordination of Elders, the 
setting apart of home missionaries, the anointing of the sick; the confir- 
mation of members, and the blessing of children. We were informed: by 
one of the Apostles, who gave us this book, that he learned that these 
forms were in use among some of the missionaries, some of idem being 


AS 


This information was a audit to the First Nase and to those of 
the Twelve Apostles who were present. We had hot heard of it until it 
was brought to our attention in this way. 

It requires continual vigilance on the part of Sil the Lord * e 
as authorities in His Church, to prevent the growth of fashions and forms 
that are contrary to the spirit of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Incidents frequently occur in the experience of the Church of J esus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints which illustrate the manner in which the. primitive 
Church, established by the Savior, fell into the grievous errors that 
resulted in the withdrawal of the power of God from it. It requires con- 
stant watchfulness now to prevent aberrations from the right. path, even 
with the full organization of the Priesthood in the Church. But in the 
ancient Church, the Head of the Church the Savior Himself — was alain; 
His apostles whom He had chosen to take charge of the ministry and to 
build up His Church in the earth, were also slain; and every man 
that had that authority was taken from the people. Little by little 
the organization strayed from the truth and from the correct manner 
ok administering ordinances, etc., and darkness soon ; prevailed... In our 
own day the same results would follow if it were not for the authority 
of the apostleship exercising continued watchfulness over. the. Church. 
Paul pointed out the necessity of this anthority always, being 225 the | 
Church. He said: 8 
And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
gelists; and some, pastors and teachers 

“For the perfecting of the saints, for 'the work of the Wr for the 
edifying of the body of Christ: 

“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of: the 
fullness of Christ: 

about with every win loctrine, 15 one 
_craftiness, they lie in wait to decei ve. 

Wo is the author of these forms that were shown to us we, ida, not 
Meta but he must have been a bold man that would venture to 2 
out forms for the use of Elders or other officers of the Church in 


ing men to the various offices of the Priesthood, or setting them ‘apart, | or 
confirming members of the Church, or in the blessing of children. ‘The 
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Lord Himself has given us, by revelation, the manner in which we shall 
ask a blessing in administering the sacrament, and the form of words that 
we shall use in baptizing. Moroni has, also, in the Book of Mormon, 
told us how Priests and Teachers were ordained among the Nephites. 
Beyond this the Lord has not gone. The Holy Ghost has been given for 
the express purpose, among other things, of inspiring men to perform all 
the duties which belong to the Priesthood; and it is but little less than 
- sacrilege for any man, in and of himself, to ae a form of ordination for 
others to adopt. Where this has been done, it has doubtless been done 
with the best of intentions, but nevertheless, is it not an assumption of one 
of the functions which belong to one of the dodhead the Holy Ghost? 
Where these forms are adopted, those who use them are ina rosition where, 
if the Holy Ghost should inspire them to say anything to a person whom 
they were ordaining or setting apart, or blessing, they could not do so 
without departing from this prepared form. 
It is this spirit that has prompted men to frame rituals such as exist in 
the Catholic and Episcopal and other churches. The prayers are prepared 
for certain occasions, and everything connected with ordinances is 
arranged and printed, so that there shall be no error in the ceremony. 
This is the case where churches do not believe in the Holy Ghost being 
given to men in these days. Does it not seem incredible that men would 
adopt the same plans in the Church of Christ—a Church which is led by 
revelation and inspired by the Holy Ghost? With such a departure as 
this from the way the Lord has pointed out, can it be wondered at that 
men left to themselves go astray and fall into pernicious errors? 
We hear of instances of a somewhat similar nature in relation to the 
hing of the Gospel. There isa growing disposition among some to 
p themselves with a subject when they have a congregation to 
‘address. They are afraid apparently to trust to the Spirit of the Lord to 
dictate what they shall say, but select their subjects, make the necessary 
study, and then preach upon them, seemingly regardless of what may be 
the manifestations of the Spirit in the case. 
No there can be no objection to the Elders thoroughly studying every 
principle which belongs to the Gospel, and in mastering all the proofs within 
their reach that will sustain the truth of those principles. It is the duty 
of every man bearing the Priesthood and who ministers the word, to do 
: this, and to fill his mind with all the good things he can obtain to give to 
the people. But it is contrary to the instructions which the Lord has 
given, and to the practice of the servants of God, to arrange beforehand 
what they shall say to the people while ministering the word of God unto 
them. It is true, there may be some special occasions when it may be 
necessary for men to speak on certain subjects; but even when this is the 
case, if they do right, they will leave it to the Spirit of God to direct their 
minds as to the manner in which they will present the subject. Under 
the guidance of the Holy Ghost they may speak upon collateral subjects, 
or even upon subjects that had not been thought about by them. 
No man can be a true minister of the word of God who does not leave 
himself to be dictated by the Spirit of God. Whenever he attempts to 
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